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sagacity for divining the sentiment of the country,
did not need to wait until it had been expressed
through the ordinary organs of public opinion,
instantly saw his opportunity. He immediately
issued a proclamation, setting forth that for some
time past the laws of the United States had been
opposed and their execution obstructed in South
Carolina and other States by combinations too
powerful to be suppressed by the ordinary course of
judicial proceedings, or by the powers vested by law
in the marshals; and stating that he had thought fit
to call forth the militia of the several States to the
number of 75,000 men " to suppress said combina-
tions and to cause the laws to be duly executed."
The terms of this proclamation are curiously legal
and technical, and one cannot help observing how
carefully the main facts of the situation are ignored,
and a character attributed to the movement in the
South which was certainly far from descriptive of
the events actually taking place there. Mr. Lincoln
speaks of the States which had seceded as States, im-
plying that they are still in the Union; he does not
even mention the fact that they had passed ordi-
nances of secession, and were claiming to be indepen-
dent nations. He treats the whole affair as if it were
an insurrection; he even commands " the persons
composing the combinations aforesaid to disperse and
retire peaceably to their respective abodes within
twenty days." This, under the circumstances, in
view of the unopposed formation of a Southern
Confederacy, is really ludicrous in its minimizing of
the facts of the situation. We are told by Mr.